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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _3_ MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 May 2006 . 
2a)E3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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1) The amendment filed 5/15/2006 is acknowledged. 

2) The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3) Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over KELLER et al ( 6,587,404 ). 

KELLER et al discloses an audio device and method for managing 
track files as claimed in claim 11, comprising a display ( Fig. 4, 
display 46; Fig. 7, display device 46 on front bezel 44 ) , a read out 
unit for reading out track files recorded on a recordable medium ( 
Fig. 4, audio track files are read out from data storage structure 
106 ) , wherein the recordable medium contains at least one session 
and a session is automatically formed each time writing is performed 
and includes one or more track files ( plurality of sessions are 
inherent in every recordable optical disk ( CD-R, DVD-R, DVD-RW, 
etc.,) and a session is automatically formed each time the writing 
is performed ( it is noted that, one session is formed at the time 
of writing, if the writing stop which indicated the last session is 
end and when the recording restart, a new session is formed, the 
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session includes one or more track files. The sessions are well 
known in optical recordable disk, which is shown in ITO et al (US 
6,243,340), figure 4; ITO et al (US 6,631,107), figure 2; MURATA et al, (US 
6,621,783), figure 5; MISAIZU (US 6,594,214), figure 5; HASHIMOTO (US 
6,370,096), figure 4 and MURATA (US 6,363,040), figure 4. If the 
recordable disk is not completely record, each time recording new 
track files which forms a new session, this process is continued 
until the recordable disk is completely recorded ) , a controller 
which manages the track files recorded on the recordable medium in 
each session and which displays the session containing the file of 
an arbitrary track on the display ( Fig. 4, CPU 94; Fig. 7, display 46 
displays session 2 00 containing the file of an arbitrary track. See 
also column 15, line 1 to column 16, line 59 ) , wherein the 
controller regards each session as a virtual disk, allocates a track 
number for each of the track files in each session and display a 
name of the virtual disk corresponding to the session containing the 
file of the arbitrary track on the display, the track number and a 
name of the track ( Fig. 7, name of virtual disk is "METALLICA 
figure 8, the tracks number of the tracks are "1", "2", "3" and "4" and 
name of the tracks (songs) are " Fade To Black ", "King Nothing ", " 
Sad But True " and " Fuel " ) and the sessions can be selected 
manually by a user by operating the next-disk key or previous-disk 
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key ( Since the disk of KELER et al is partitioned into a plurality 
of sessions (or virtual disk) as seen in figures 1-22, the keys for 
accessing to each sessions (or virtual disk) are inherent in KELER 
et al's audio player ), except to specifically show that (i) 
recordable medium is optical disk (CD-R) , and (ii) to use next-disc 
key and previous -disk key for changing between sessions. It would 
have been obvious to someone within the level of skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to substitute optical recordable 
disk in KELLER et al for the disclosed magnetic disk and using the 
next/previous-disk keys for changing between sessions as claimed. 
The rationale is as follows: 

a) Optical recordable disk (CD-R) is known in the recording 
art to be equivalent to magnetic disk for storing information data ( 
both of them capable of recording or storing information data ) and, 

b) KELLER et al in column 16, lines 3-21 teaches the feature of 
changing between sessions by using session key 61 , therefore, to 
modify the teaching of KELLER et al by replacing the session key 61 
with next/previous -disk keys as claimed is found to be within the 
level of skill in the art . 

4) Claim 12 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
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including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

5) Claims 1,3,4,7-9,13,15-20 are allowed. 

6) Applicant's arguments filed 5/15/2006 have been fully- 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

KELLER et al teaches a next session key ( Fig. 2, Key 61 ) for 
changing between sessions, to replace the teaching of KELLER et al 
by next /previous -disk keys to perform the same functions are found 
to be within the level of skill in the art. 

For that reason, claim 11 is still rejectable as shown above. 

7) THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is 
set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 
In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date 
the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory 
action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply 
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expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final 
action. 

8) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TAN Xuan DINH 
whose telephone number is (571)-272-7586. The examiner can normally 
be reached on MONDAY-FRIDAY from 8:00AM to 5:30PM. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free) . 
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